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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    HISTORY 220: MODERN EUROPE: FROM THE FRENCH REVOLUTION TO THE FALL OF COMMUNISM, 1789-1989.

Course instructor: Antonio Cazorla (acazorla@trentu.ca).

Office: LEC 101 (just across the Department’s washroom)
Phone: 7481011 ext. 7095
Classes: Thursdays 7-10 pm (they are followed, after a brief pause, by the tutorials)

Office hours: Thursdays 4-5, Fridays 9-12, or by appointment.

Administrative Assistant: Patricia Heffernan (LEC 101.3; ph. 748-1011, ext. 7706).

Required readings:
Course kit

J. Merriman, A History of Modern Europe. From the French Revolution to the Present

J. Swanson and M. Melancon, Modern Europe. Sources and Perspectives from History
T. di Lampedusa, The Leopard.

J. Roth, The Radetzky March

C. Levi, Christ Stopped at Eboli
What is this course mostly about?

It is about two centuries of European life. Some historians still believe that Europe can be confined to Britain, France, Germany and some other minor states around them. This professor does not support that idea at all! Accordingly, this course will take you from Portugal to Russia, from Sicily to Scandinavia (and to France, Napoleon, Queen Victoria, Hitler and so on, too). We will see not so much about what a particular ruler or glorious state did than what is common among Europeans in their daily experience between the fall (which was neither sudden not easy) of the Old Regime and the fall of the Communist experiment. But next to the experience of ordinary people, we shall see together what some of the brightest people thought and wrote. The objective at the end of the year is to have a clear sense of what went on during to two very intense, at times deeply troubling, centuries.
How to “connect” with this course?
Working hard, coming to class, preparing and participating in tutorials are a good start. I will give a two-hour lecture every week and I expect you to read beforehand in your textbook (Merriman) or, better still, elsewhere about the topic. So you can interrupt me, question me, doubt, contribute… I love good questions! Then we have the tutorials. They are going to see both historical debates (those articles you will find in the course-kit) with texts, writings, novels etc of some luminaries (which you will find in Swanson and Melancon). I strongly believe that we cannot talk seriously about this period without having heard about people such as Malthus, Marx, Herzen, Darwin, Lenin, Levi… So, when we work with the book by Swanson and Melancon you have to read before the tutorial about the authors that we are going to discuss about (yes, you can use Google or any on-line encyclopaedia).
And then, you have three novels with serious historical content. I selected them for two reasons. The first is that they give a view of European history from peripheral regions (Sicily, present day Austria and Poland respectively, and Southern Italy under Fascism). The second is that they are well written and are a pleasure to read. Please, relax and enjoy them! I also included a movie. It is about a reluctant dissident in Czechoslovakia during the last months of Communism. It is not only fun and tender but also manages to get from the viewer a smile from the depth of very interesting times.
Grade Breakdown:

- First essay (10%), due November 13. What were the possibilities for a poor urban child to progress in society during Queen Victoria times? Length: 10-12 pages
- Second essay (15%), due March 20, on the following question:  Was Communism popular? And if so, where and why? Length: 14-16 pages.

- VERY IMPORTANT. Tutorial participation (35%) It includes 5% for a 5-page abstract each of each of the three novels (total 15% for the three novels). Tutorials take place right after my lectures, in the same room.  At the beginning of each tutorial you have to handle in a 3-page abstract of that week readings (except for novels). If you do not come to tutorials your mark is O; if you come and you do not handle in your abstract your mark is still 0. If you handle in your abstract but you do not talk at all, your final mark for tutorial participation cannot be better than B-.
- Seven books for seven movies (20%), due April 2. What is this? Very simple: find seven movies made before 1978 and on European history topics, and find seven recent books that study similar events or problems. Make a critique of the movie (shortcomings, manipulation, etc) and base that critique in the book you read. Pair the movie with the book (and produce three pages on average for the pair), and make a final reflection (4-5 pages). The resulting “paper” would have about 25 pages. In case you want to know why this assignment, the answer is as simple as this: I want you to know more about classic movies and how things have been presented in the past and how we see them today.
- Final examination (20%).

CALENDAR:
September 11. Introduction.
September 18. Old Regime and Revolution in France.

Tutorial problem: What is the role of reasoning in the revolution? Swanson, chapter 1; Blaufarb, “The French Revolution: The Birth of European Popular Democracy?”
September 25. Napoleon and the liberal dream.

Tutorial Problem: Who supported and who opposed the liberal dream? Swanson, chapter 2; Ginsburg, “Peasants and revolutionaries in Venice and the Veneto”.
October 2. Industrialisation, urbanisation and liberalism.

Tutorial problem: What is the concept of History (and future) in Karl Marx? It is any different from his contemporaries? Swanson, chapter 3.
October 9. The emergence of the bourgeoisie.
Tutorial problem: In what sense we can call the bourgeoisie revolutionary? Swanson, chapters 4-5.
October 16. Constructing national states: from 1848 to the unification of Italy and Germany. 
Tutorial Problem: Was the unification of Italy a national, widely supported project? Lampedussa, The Leopard.
READING WEEK (enjoy!)

October 30. The second industrial Revolution and the emergence of mass politics.

Tutorial problem: What women movements were asking for in the late 19th century? Swanson, chapter 6.
November 6. The New Empires and their conflicts.

Tutorial problem: Is Imperialism a direct product of the capitalist system? Swanson, chapters 8-9.
November 13. World War I 
Tutorial problem: Were the 19th century liberal system inadequate to cope with mass politics? Roth, The Radetzky March
November 20. The Russian Revolution I.
Tutorial problem: Was WWI inevitable? Swanson, chapter 10. 
November 27. The Russian Revolution II. No readings, you must be very tired by now. We will watch the movie: Burnt by the Sun.
December 4. . The Great Powers of post-war Europe: from Versailles to the fall of the Weimar Republic.

Tutorial problem: Was the Versailles system doomed to fail? Mazower, “Empires, nations, minorities”.
HOLYDAYS. Eat and drink with moderation. Read voraciously, please! Look that the next session because you have lots of readings.
January 8, Fascists, Socialists and Communists.
Tutorial problem: Why radical politics became so attractive in the inter-war period? Swanson, chapter 13; McMeekin, “From Moscow to Vichy: Three working class Militants and the French Communist Party, 1920-1940”. Levi, Christ Stopped at Eboli
January 15, The road to War: from the Spanish Civil War to the failure of Appeasement.
Tutorial problem: Why were societies so internally divided in the 1930s?  Seidman, “Agrarian Collectives during the Spanish Revolution and Civil War”; Tumblety, “Civil Wars of the Mind: The Commemoration of the 1789 Revolution in the Parisian Press of the Radical Right, 1939”; 

January 22, World War II and the politics of Mass Murder

Tutorial problem: How prevalent was anti-Fascism during the war? Swanson, chapter 15; Kitson, “From Enthusiasm to Disenchantment: the French Police and the Vichy regime, 1940-1944”.
January 29. The legacy of World War II: between the New Social Pact and the Cold War.

Tutorial problem: How different were post-war democracies from the inter-war democracies? ” Conway, “Democracy in Postwar Western Europe: The Triumph of a Political Model”.
February 5. The difficult stability: Italy, Germany and French IV Republic.

Tutorial problem: Did the war permanently change gender roles in Europe? Heineman, “The Hour of the Woman: Memories of Germany’s Crisis Years and West German National Identity”.
February 12, Captive Nations: Establishing Communism in Eastern Europe.
Tutorial problem: Did Communism enjoy significant popular support? Kenney, “Working-class community and resistance in pre-Stalinist Poland: the Poznanski textile strike, Lodz, September 1947”: Port, “When workers rumbled: the Wismut upheaval of August 1951 in East Germany”
READING WEEK (be wise!)

February 26. The legacy of Civil Wars: Yugoslavia, Greece and Spain, Franco’s Spain.
Tutorial problem: Can the Cold War wholly explain the political evolution of Europe after WWII? Voglis, “Political Prisoners in the Greek Civil War, 1945-50. Greece in Comparative Perspective”; Moradiellos, “The Potsdam Conference and the Spanish Problem”.
March 5.Western Europe: Economic miracle and political unity.
Tutorial problem: Did moral and social values change during the post-war economic boom? If so, how? Stephen Gundle, “Feminine Beauty, National Identity and Political Conflict in Postwar Italy, 1945-1954”; John Foot, “Television and the City: the Impact of Television in Milan, 1954-1960”.
March 12. The crisis of the West: from the rebellion of the Youth to the Thatcher era.
Tutorial question: Why were so many people critical in the 1960s and 1970s of West Europe’s post-war society? Swanson, chapter 17; Stuart Hilwig, “Are you calling me a fascist? A Contribution to the Oral History of the Italian 1968 Student Rebellion”.
March 19. We shall analyze the movie The Man of Marble
March 26. The crisis of Communism. 

Tutorial problem: Did men and women perceive Communism differently? Padraic Kenney, “The gender of resistance in Communist Poland”; David Ost, “Polish Labor before and after Solidarity”
April 4. The fall of Communism. Movie: Kolya
Tutorial question: How can I survive YOUR AWFULL exam, Sir?.

USEFUL INFORMATION:

Disabilities: It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.
Papers: Always double-spaced, and with footnotes (do not use citations internal to the text). Badly written pieces will receive a bad mark. If you have writing problems, you should seek help. This university has resources to assist you, use them! And remember, I am always glad to give you advice on how to write a paper.

Deadlines: THIS IS A MAJOR PROBLEM. THIS IS UNIVERSITY, NO POOR YOU, YOU ARE IN HIGH SCHOOL. WE ARE TRAINING YOU TO BE GOOD PROFESSIONALS. So deadlines exist to be respected. If you have a problem before handling an assignment I want to know it before the due day. The penalty for late submissions is half grade per day (so from B, for example, you go down to a B-, then a C+, and so on until the very end)
Plagiarism: This includes reproducing without quotation passages from secondary sources. Keep your research notes because you might be required to submit them. The immediate result of plagiarism is a grade of 0 on the assignment. For further implications, please, check Trent University’s policy on the matter.

Clickers: (I have no idea what they are but I have been asked to include this). As clicker records are used in this course to compute a portion of course grades, the use of a clicker other than your own is an academic offence. In lecture or tutorial, possession of more than one clicker, or that of another student, may be interpreted as intent to commit an academic offence.

