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It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that s/he may need accommodation to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. For more details, see page 12 of the Trent Calendar under ‘Access to Instruction.’

This course explores some of the characteristics of modernity, showing how Canada fits into the wider context of a consumption-driven, industrial capitalist system that began to affect the entire globe, particularly the West, in the 19th century. It starts by looking at a series of developments that revolutionized the era, and then explores some key themes that illuminate the distinctiveness of the modern age. In rough terms, the time period covered is from the 1890s to the dawning of the computer age in the 1970s, although some forays may be made into the years before and after these 9 decades. The emphasis throughout is on social and cultural elements, rather than political and economic ones.

BOOKLIST:  



Canadian Scholars’ Press, Repro-text

EVALUATION:



Tutorial Participation:  20%



Essays:                  50%



Mid-year Exam            10%



Final Exam:              20%

Note: Failure to submit an essay, or absence from more than 9 tutorials will automatically prevent you from passing the course.
Essays:

Two essays are required, one in each term. These should be about 3000 words in length. A list of topics will be distributed. Only two people per term will be permitted to write on topics which require the use of circulating materials from the Bata Library. If none of the authorized topics appeal to you, please feel free to suggest your own. However, you must obtain permission to write on a topic not listed on the official topic sheet, and the proposal must be made at least two weeks prior to the due date. If you submit an essay on a subject for which you did not receive prior approval, it will not be accepted.

The first term essay is due on Wednesday, October 15 at the lecture. The second term essay is due on Wednesday, February 11 at the lecture. 

IMPORTANT MATTERS REGARDING ESSAYS

1. Essays must be double-spaced and typed. Pages must be numbered. Proper scholarly form must be used. If you do not have a copy already, Notes on the Preparation of Term Essays, published by the Academic Skills Centre, is a very useful guide to scholarly formats.

2. PLAGIARISM is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties ranging from failure in an assignment to suspension from the university. Definitions, penalties and procedures for dealing with plagiarism are set out in the Academic Dishonesty Policy, which is printed in the Trent University Calendar. If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, do not hesitate to ask me. An excuse of ignorance is not credible.

3. All rough work, including research notes, outlines and preliminary drafts, must be submitted with the final version of the essay. If composing on a computer, print hard copies of the work in progress at various stages so that there is a track record of how the assignment evolved. If your computer is not hooked up directly to a printer, use the ‘save as’ function to document the progress, and print these pages at the same time as the final version. 
4. All assignments must be original, produced by you, and prepared for this course alone. An essay prepared for or used in another course will be failed automatically. If you are drawing from assignments done for previous or current courses, you must notify me beforehand.

5. Late papers will be accepted only if there is a legitimate reason for the delay. Essays that are not handed to me personally should be submitted to my secretary, at her office, during regular hours, and should be initialed and dated by her. If you submit an essay in any other way, you assume all risk that it does not go astray.

CLASS SCHEDULE

FALL TERM 
Week 1:  September 10
Lecture: Introduction 

Tutorial: No tutorial this week

Week 2:  September 17
Lecture: Canada in the Age of Consumption

Tutorial: Introduction and Essays

Week 3:  September 24
Lecture: The Production Revolution

Tutorial: Intimations of a New Age 


Readings: 

Archibald Lampman, ‘The City’, from The Poems of Archibald Lampman (initial publication 1899)

Stephen Leacock, ‘L’envoi: The Train to Mariposa’, from Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town (initial publication 1913)

Frank Yeigh, ‘The Span of a Canadian Generation’, in D. J. Coggin, ed., Empire Club of Canada: Addresses Delivered to the Members during the Session of 1911-12 (Toronto 1913), 238-49
These readings represent three responses to modern industrial civilization. In what ways do the authors agree and disagree about the character of the society they saw emerging around them? Which view comes closest to your own feelings about contemporary technological society? 

Week 4:  October 1 
Lecture: The Urban Revolution

Tutorial: Suburban Life



Readings:

Doug Owram, Ch. 3, ‘Safe in the Hands of Mother Suburbia: Home and Community, 1950-1965’, in Born at the Right Time: A History of the Baby Boom Generation (Toronto 1996), 54-83

Suzanne Morton, Ch. 2, ‘Values and Daily Life’,in Ideal Surroundings: Domestic Life in a Working Class Suburb in the 1920s (Toronto 1995), pp. 32-50

What made suburbia so appealing, especially after World War II? Was it a desirable form of social development? What values informed the lives of the Haligonians discussed by Morton? Did 1950s suburbanites have the same values?

Week 5:  October 8
Lecture: The Business Revolution

Tutorial: The Practice of Management


Readings:

Angel Kwolek-Folland, Ch. 4, ‘The Domestic Office: Space, Status and the Gendered Workplace’, in Engendering Business: Men and Women in the Corporate Office, 1870-1930 (Baltimore 1994), 94-128

Alan R. Raucher, ‘Dime Store Chains: The Making of Organization Men, 1880-1914,’ Business History Review 65 (Spr. 1991), 110-37
What assumptions about gender and class shaped the modern office building? How did office managers try to control their employees? What qualities were considered necessary for Woolworth store managers by head office? 

Week 6:  October 15
Lecture: The Scientific Revolution
Tutorial: No tutorial this week
FIRST TERM ESSAY IS DUE
Week 7:  October 29
Lecture: Professionalization

Tutorial: The Limits of Professional Authority  




Readings:

Barbara Clow, ‘“Swapping Grief”: The Role of the Laity in Alternative Medical Encounters’, Journal of the History of Medicine 52 (April 1997), 175-201
Elizabeth Haiken, Venus Envy: A History of Cosmetic Surgery (Baltimore 1997), Ch. 3, ‘Consumer Culture and the Inferiority Complex’, 91-130
According to Clow, what made Dr. Mahlon Locke such an effective healer? Should he be considered a modern ‘professional’ doctor? Why did cosmetic surgery become more common during the twentieth century? Was, and is, the increase in cosmetic surgeries an abuse of medical ethics?
Week 8:  November 5
Lecture: Religion 
Tutorial: Religion at the Community Level



Readings:

Lynne Marks, Ch. 2, ‘Church Ladies, Young Men, and Free Thinkers: Church Involvement and Beyond’, in Revivals and Roller Rinks (Toronto 1996), 22-51

Kevin Kee, ‘“The Heavenly Railroad”: An Introduction to Crossley-Hunter Revivalism’, in George Rawlyk, ed., Aspects of the Canadian Evangelical Experience (Montreal and Kingston 1997), 320-36

Were Canadians in the late 19th century a ‘religious’ people? Who ‘controlled’ religion in this period? Were revival crusades an effective way to foster spiritual awareness?

Week 9: November 12
Lecture: The Social Construction of Technology – the Telephone

Tutorial: Socially Constructed Technologies


Readings:

Donald Davis, ‘Competition’s Moment: The Jitney-bus and Corporate Capitalism in the Canadian City, 1914-1929’, in Urban History Review 18, 2 (Oct. 1989), 103-22

Joy Parr, ‘What Makes Washday Less Blue? Gender, Nation and Technology Choice in Postwar Canada’, Technology and Culture 38, 1 (Jan. 1997), 153-86

What were the competing visions of the jitney, and why were some more influential than others? Why did Canadian women not abandon the wringer washing machines with the same enthusiasm American women did? How did the homemaker’s view of the automatic washer differ from the manufacturer’s view?

Week 10: November 19
Lecture: The Social Impact of Technology - Photography

Tutorial: Photography as a Historical Resource



Reading:

Diana Pedersen, ‘The Photographic Record of the Canadian YWCA, 1890-1930: A Visual Source for Women’s History’, Archivaria 24 (Summer 1987), 10-35

In what ways did the YWCA use photography? Does the photographs reveal things about the history of the Y that other sources would not? 

Week 11: November 26
Lecture: Festivity

Tutorial: Social Rituals



Readings:

Elizabeth H. Pleck, Ch.10, ‘The Bride Once Wore Black,’ in Celebrating the Family: Ethnicity, Consumer Culture, and Family Rituals (Cambridge, Mass 2000), 207-232

Nicholas Rogers, Ch. 4, ‘Razor in the Apple: The Struggle for a Safe and Sane Halloween,’ in Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party Night (New York 2002), 79-102

Why was the ‘white wedding’ so popular? To what extent has wedding ritual changed from the mid-19th century to the late 20th? In an age of frequent divorce, why are people willing to spend so much money on weddings? How did Halloween change in the 20th century?

Week 12: December 3
Lecture: IN-CLASS MID-YEAR EXAM
WINTER TERM 

Week 13: January 7
Lecture: Antimodernism

Tutorial: Antimodernism
Readings:

Michael Dawson, Ch. 2, ‘Fiction and Film: The Mountie as Anti-Modern Crusader, 1880-1960,’ in The Mountie: From Dime Novel to Disney (Toronto 1998), 31-53
Tina Loo, Ch. 1, ‘Wild by Law: Animals, People, and the State to 1945,’ in States of Nature: Conserving Canada’s Wildlife in the Twentieth Century (Vancouver 2006), 11-37
Why was the Mountie such an appealing figure to many Canadians? Was antimodernism the predominant factor in the early conservation movement?
Week 14: January 14
Lecture: Sex

Tutorial: Regulating Sexuality 
Readings:

Andrée Lévesque, Ch. 6, ‘Wages of Sin: Unwed Mothers,’ in Making and Breaking the Rules: Women in Quebec, 1919-1939 (Toronto 1994), 101-16

Eric Setliff, ‘Sex Fiends or Swish Kids?: Gay Men in Hush Free Press, 1946-1956’, in Kathryn McPherson, Cecelia Morgan, and Nancy Forestell, eds., Gendered Pasts: Historical Essays in Femininity and Masculinity in Canada (Don Mills 1999), 158-78

What happened to women who entered the Miséricorde? Were the nuns who ran the hospital heartless? Should Hush be commended for its treatment of gay men in the 1950s? Was it effective in policing gay men?
Week 15: January 21
Lecture: Death

Tutorial: Bodily Dangers 
Readings:

Jarrett Rudy, Ch. 3, ‘Conflicts in Connoisseurship: Debasing Le Tabac Canadien’, in The Freedom to Smoke: Tobacco Consumption and Identity (Montreal and Kingston 2005), 69-88
Sharon Anne Cook, ‘“Liberation Sticks” or “Coffin Nails”? Representations of the Working Woman and Cigarette Smoking in Canada, 1919-1939’, Canadian Bulletin of Medical History 24:2 (2007), 367-401
How was tobacco conceptualized in gender, class and ethnic terms? Did tobacco mean the same thing to men and women?
Week 16: January 28
Lecture: Changing Identities

Tutorial: Celebrity Culture

Readings: 

Tino Balio, Ch. 6, ‘Selling Stars,’ in Grand Design: Hollywood as a Modern Business Enterprise, 1930-39 (Berkeley 1995), 143-6, 161-77

Graham Carr, ‘“Visualizing the Sound of Genius”: Glenn Gould and the Culture of Celebrity in the 1950s’ Journal of Canadian Studies 40:3 (Fall 2006), 5-42
Were movie stars necessary? How did Hollywood create them? Were similar methods used to turn Glenn Gould into a celebrity? What were fans looking for in celebrities? Was stardom desirable? 

Week 17: February 4
Lecture: Masculinity
Tutorial: Beauty Culture

Readings:

Kathy Peiss, Hope in a Jar: The Making of America’s Beauty Culture (New York 1998), Ch. 6, ‘Everyday Cosmetic Practice’, 167-202

Barbara M. Freeman, ‘Laced in and Let Down: Women’s Fashion Features in the Toronto Daily Press, 1890-1900,’ in Alexandra Palmer, ed., Fashion: A Canadian Perspective (Toronto 2004), 291-314
Why did women feel cosmetics were necessary? Were they wrong to increase their consumption of these products? How fashion conscious were Toronto women at the turn of the twentieth century?
Week 18: February 11
Lecture: Entertainment
Tutorial: No tutorial this week
SECOND TERM ESSAY IS DUE 
Week 19: February 25
Lecture: Shopping

Tutorial: Buying and Selling

Readings:

Susan Strasser, Ch. 6, ‘Sales and Promotions’, in Satisfaction Guaranteed: The Making of the American Mass Market (New York 1989), 163-202

Walter Friedman, ‘John H. Patterson and the Sales Stategy of the National Cash Register Company, 1884-1922’, Business History Review 72 (winter 1998), 552-84

What techniques did manufacturers and retailers use to expand the sale of their products? Why were salespeople a problem from a business point of view, and what techniques were developed to deal with that problem?

Week 20: March 4
Lecture: Food
Tutorial: Food

Readings: 

Laura Shapiro, Ch. 2, ‘Something From the Oven,’ in Something From the Oven: Reinventing Dinner in 1950s America (New York 2004), 43-84 

Steve Penfold, ‘Selling by the Carload: The Early Years of Fast Food in Canada,’ in Magda Fahrni and Robert Rutherdale, Creating Postwar Canada: Community, Diversity, and Dissent, 1945-75 (Vancouver 2008), 162-189 
How did processed food makers in the 1950s overcome homemakers’ resistance to processed foods? What accounts for the growth of the fast food industry in Canada?
Week 21: March 11
Lecture: Youth

Tutorial: Childhood
Readings:

Neil Sutherland, Ch. 10, ‘Children in the Culture of Childhood’, in Growing Up: Childhood in English Canada from the Great War to the Age of Television (Toronto 1997), 220-53
Lisa Jacobson, ‘Advertising, Mass Merchandising, and the Creation of Children’s Consumer Culture,’ in Lisa Jacobson, ed., Children and Consumer Culture in American Society: a Historical Handbook and Guide (Westport 2008), 3-25
To what extent was real childhood, as described by Sutherland, similar to the ‘wondrous childhood’ imagined by adults? Does Sutherland’s description of childhood match your own experience? How were children absorbed into the mass market? Are adults or other children the most powerful influences on the consciousness of children?
Week 22: March 18
Lecture: Leisure – Developments in Sports

Tutorial: Leisure – Developments in Music 
Readings:

Craig H. Roell, ‘The Piano in the American Home,’ in Jessica H. Foy and Karal Ann Marling, eds., The Arts and the American Home, 1890-1930 (Knoxville 1994), 85-110
Susan Douglas, Ch.4, ‘Why the Shirelles Mattered,’ in Where the Girls Are: Growing Up Female with the Mass Media (New York 1994), 83-98
What was the role of music in the Victorian home? How had that role changed by the 1960s? Did the Shirelles matter?
Week 23: March 25
Lecture: Romance

Tutorial: Tragedy?

Reading:
Giles Slade, Ch. 9, ‘Cell Phones and E-Waste,’ in Made to Break: Technology and Obsolescence in America (Cambridge, Mass. 2006), 261-81

Are we doomed?

Week 24: April 1
Lecture: The Culture of Consumption – A Review and a Rant
Tutorial: Course Summary


Reading: 
John Jervis, from Ch. 12, ‘Postmodern Times,’ Exploring the Modern (Oxford and Malden, Mass. 1998), 310-315

