HIST/CAST 2360:  Death in the Peaceable Kingdom:

Canadian History Through Murder, Execution, Assassination, and Suicide

From Confederation to the War on Terror
Was Louis Riel a traitor who deserved to be executed, or was he unfairly hanged?   Does his death represent the end of native and French influence in the Canadian West, and what did it mean for the young nation, and its first prime minister, John A. Macdonald?  Did diplomat Herbert Norman kill himself in Cairo in 1957 because of American accusations that he was a Communist?  What does the incident tell us about Canada in the Cold War, and the country’s relations with the United States?  What do the 1989 murders of fourteen female engineering students tell us about women’s place in post- World War Two Canadian society?   Was the bombing of Air India Flight 182 “Canada’s 9/11”?   What does it mean for immigrants, minorities, and citizen rights in the current “Global War on Terror”? 

By utilizing a series of dramatic and sometimes tragic episodes (both famous and not-so famous), the course engages students in many of the political, social, economic and cultural changes experienced by Canadians in the last century and a half.  In doing so, the course is designed to give students an insight into the transformation of Canada since Confederation, and how these changes help to explain and contextualize many aspects of present-day Canada.   

Times/Places:

Lecture:  
Wednesdays, 1:00-4:00 (Gzowski College 115)

Tutorials:
Wednesdays, 5:00-6:00 and 6:00-7:00 (both Eaton College 207)



Thursdays, 10:00-11:00 and 11:00-12:00 (both Wenjack Portable, “EPC” 102)

Required Readings:

· Chester Brown, Louis Riel: A Comic-Strip Biography (Montreal: Drawn & Quarterly Publications, 2004)

· Magda Fahrni and Robert Rutherdale, Creating Postwar Canada, 1945-75 (Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 2008)

· Virtual Course Kit (VCK), “HIST/CAST 2360” on MyLearning (also available on reserve in Bata)

Reference Readings:

· R. Douglas Francis, Richard Jones, Donald B. Smith, Destinies: Canadian History Since Confederation (Toronto, Neilson, 2008) SIXTH EDITION (try to get it if you can, but earlier editions will be fine).  While this book is not required reading for tutorials, students should consider purchasing this book and having it for reference, and to prepare for the final exam.  It is totally useful!

Evaluation:

Tutorial Participation:
20%

Assignment One:

10%

Due October 29 in tutorial

Assignment Two:

15%

Due December 3 in tutorial

Assignment Three:

30%

Due March 11 in tutorial

Final Exam:


25%

Total:

           
           100%


Tutorials:

Tutorials are intended to give students an opportunity to test their understanding of the material they have read and to join in discussion of the themes and issues raised in the readings.  The format of tutorial meetings will vary over the course of the year, according to the plans of the instructor.  Attendance and participation in tutorials is compulsory, and will make up a portion of the Tutorial Participation Grade.  

Assignments:

Assignment One:

Your first assignment is a 2-3 page primary document analysis which is intended to provide an opportunity for students to exercise their critical analysis and writing skills, and provide the tutorial leader with a writing sample from the student.  In this assignment you will be examining the diary of William Lyon Mackenzie King, Canada’s longest-serving prime minister (1921-1925, 1926-1930, 1935-1948).  The diary is available online at the Library and Archives of Canada’s website, and is called A Real Companion and Friend:  The Diary of William Lyon Mackenzie King, 1893-1950.  Students will examine the website and use the site’s tools to focus on one particular day of the diary which they consider particularly interesting or illuminating for this exercise.  Assignment One is due in October.

How do you approach this assignment?  Your paper should have a definitive argument as to the usefulness of the diary as a historical resource.  There are multiple ways to approach this, but it is important that you have a clear thesis which states your opinion about the website and (much more importantly) its contents clearly and forcefully, and provides the reasoning to support your argument.

For instance, as part of your argument, you can comment upon the website itself:  Is the site easy to use?  Does it provide enough background for the casual user or for the historian so that researchers can get the most out of the site?  How can the site be improved?  Of course, this is a much easier approach to this assignment.  A more compelling essay will focus its argument on the diary entry itself.  What can the diary tell us about Mackenzie King?  What can it tell us about the context of the period he is writing about?  What are the challenges posed by such a first-hand document?  What are the benefits of being able to examine this type of resource?  It is up to you to decide which aspects you wish to develop an argument about, but be sure to take a position which is clear to the reader, and illustrates you critical analysis of the diary and the site.  

Assignment Two:

The second assignment will consist of a 4-5 page double-spaced review essay of a book that makes up part of the student’s Bibliography for the final paper, a research essay.  As such, students will need to choose their Assignment Three topics by the mid-point of the first term, so that they may begin to conduct research in order to select an article or book in order to hand in Assignment Two in December.  You should consult with your tutorial leader by November to decide upon a research essay topic for Assignment Three, which will help to determine the book which Assignment Two is based upon.  Your Assignment Two article/book must be approved by your tutorial leader.

How do you proceed with such an exercise?  After you have determined which book you will be critiquing, read first for content, and then think about how you can analyze the piece.  When you read it, ask yourself the following questions:  What are the thesis, methodology and evidence that the author uses to support his or her argument?  Does the methodology and evidence support the argument convincingly?  Is the argument structured in such a way that makes sense and flows clearly?  Are there gaps in the argument?  Is the argument relying on assumptions that are not clearly stated in the material?  Is the perspective too narrow to be convincing?  What sources is the author relying upon, and do they provide a full range of material for discussing the subject?  Do you find the book convincing, and if so, why?  If not, why not?

This is perhaps the most important question, and should make up the core of your own thesis/argument:  You must show the reader that you have critically analyzed the work and come to your own conclusion as to whether the book is effective, and why (or, perhaps you did not find it convincing).  Make sure that you critically analyze rather than just describe the arguments.  

A good essay will let the reader know clearly what your own opinion of the work is, and why you take the position you do.  Although you are making your own thesis statement, try to avoid using the “I” pronoun. 

You are not required to use outside sources for this assignment, however you should provide a proper bibliography and use foot or endnotes when citing or paraphrasing material from the article or book.  

Assignment Three:

The final assignment for History 235 is a minimum 10 page research paper (that is, ten pages of text, not including footnotes/endnotes, title page, bibliography or any appendix) which will use at least 10 sources (including the book that students reviewed for Assignment Two) to examine a particular issue in late 19th or 20th Century Canadian history.  The subject matter of the essay can come from either the list of essay topics at the end of this syllabus, or be based upon an original essay topic developed by the student in consultation with your tutorial leader.  A maximum of two students per topic is allowed.  Essay topic selection will be determined on a first come basis.

As with Assignments One and Two, it is important that students develop a clear argument/thesis statement for their paper which illustrates the level of research they have conducted, and a clear formulation of a particular point of view.  More information about Assignment Three will be distributed in class.

Assignment Guidelines:

All assignments must be double-spaced, 2.5 cm or 1 inch from the margins, with 12-point font (do not try to “cheat” on the technical aspects of the paper).

All students are required to hand-in all of their rough work along with each essay.  This includes rough drafts, notes, and anything else associated with the creation of the paper—include even scraps of paper where you may have jotted call numbers or ideas.

No extensions will be granted the assignments.  Late papers will be penalized 5% per day to a maximum of five days (including weekends), after which they will not be accepted.

Students must hand in original material.  Please see the course calendar for the penalties associated with plagiarism.  Further information on the consequences of plagiarism can be found at http://www.trentu.ca/deansoffice/policies_dishonesty.php
The Final Exam:

The final exam will be held at the end of the winter term, and will test students on their understanding of the course material.  Details will be available at the end of the term.

Good luck in this course this year!

Week 1, September 10:

Introduction and Course Explanation

Week 2, September 17:  

Thomas D’Aarcy McGee, Assassinated, Ottawa, 1868

Conflict and War in the Confederation Era

· Tutorial Readings:  “John A. Macdonald and the Bottle,” Ged Martin, Journal of Canadian Studies, 40 3 (2004) 162-85; Andrew Smith, “Toryism, Classical Liberalism and Capitalism,” Canadian Historical Review (CHR), 89 1 (March 2008), 1-25 (both VCK)

· Reference Reading:  Destinies, Chapter 1 and 2

Week 3, September 24:

Thomas Scott, Executed or “Murdered”? Fort Garry, Winnipeg, 1869

The Red River Rebellion and the Politics of Westward

 Expansion

· Tutorial Readings:  Chester Brown, Louis Riel: A Comic-Strip Biography Part 1, Forward-85; Lyle Dick, “Nationalism and Visual Media: The Case of Thomas Scott’s Execution” Manitoba History, 48 (Autumn/Winter 2004-2005), 2-18 (VCK)
· Reference Reading: Destinies, Chapter 3

Weeks 4 and 5, October 1 and 8:

Louis Riel, Executed, Regina, 1885

The Northwest Rebellion and Aboriginals in 19th Century Canada 

· Tutorial Readings:  Brown, Riel Part 2;  John L. Tobias, “Protection, Civilization, Assimilation: An Outline History of Canada’s Indian Policy” Journal of Western Canadian Anthropology 6 2 (1976) (VCK)

· Reference Reading:  Destinies, Chapter 4

John A.’s Dilemma: Riel and The Conflict between French and English 

· Tutorial Readings:  Brown Part 3 and 4, epilogue and endnotes; Brian S. Osborne, “Corporeal Politics and the Body Politic: The re-presentation of Louis Riel in Canadian Identity', International Journal of Heritage Studies, (2002), 303-322 (VCK)

· Reference Reading:  Destinies, Chapter 5

Week 6, October 15:  

Pte. Harold Carter, Executed, France, 1917

The Tragedy and Politics of World War I

· Tutorial Reading:  A.B. McKillop, “Marching as to War:  Elements of Ontario Undergraduate Culture, 1880-1914” in Paul Axelrod, Youth, University and Canadian Society (Montreal, 1989), 75-93; James W. ST. G. Walker, “Race and Recruitment in World War I” CHR 70 1 (March, 1989) (both VCK)

· Reference Reading: Destinies, Chapter 10

October 22:  FALL READING WEEK

Week 7, October 29 (ASSIGN. 1 DUE IN TUTORIAL): 

Michael Sokolowski and Steven Skezerbanovicz, Murdered, Winnipeg, 1919 

Capital and Labour Collide in Industrializing, Urbanizing Canada

· Tutorial Reading:  Greg Kealey, “1919: The Canadian Labour Revolt” Labour/Le Travail, 13 (Spring 1984), 11-44 (VCK)

· Reference Readings:  Destinies, Chapters 6-8

Week 8, November 5: 

Tom Thomson, Murdered? Canoe Lake, Ontario, 1917

The Emergence of Canadian Nationalism and Culture

· Tutorial Reading: Visit http://www.canadianmysteries.ca/indexen.html, and explore “Death on a Painted Lake: The Tom Thomson Tragedy”.  

· Reference Reading: Destinies, Chapter 9

Week 9, November 12 (ASSIGN. 1 RETURNED):

Filumena Lassandro, Executed, Edmonton, 1923

Women and the Law in the Interwar Period

· Tutorial Reading:  Joan Sangster, “’Pardon Tales’ from Magistrate’s Court: Women in Peterborough, 1920-1950” CHR, 74 2 (June 1993), 161-197 (VCK)

· Reference Reading: Destinies, Chapter 11

Week 10, November 19:

Nick Norvan, Julian Hryshko and Peter Markunt Murdered in Estevan, Saskatchewan, 1931

Depression and Despair on the Canadian Prairies:  State Responses

· Tutorial Reading:  Lara Campbell, “’We Who Have Wallowed in the Mud of Flanders’,” Journal of the CHA, 11 (2000), 125-149 (VCK)

· Reference Reading:  Destinies, Chapter 12

Weeks 11 and 12 November 26 and December 3 (ASSIGN. 2 DUE IN TUTORIAL):

Eleven Canadian Soldiers, Executed by the Nazis in France, 1944

Canada’s War, Abroad...

· Tutorial Reading:  Timothy Balzer, “’In Case the Raid is Unsuccessful’:  Selling Dieppe to Canadians” CHR 87 2 (September 2006)  409-430 (VCK)

· Reference Reading:  Destinies, Chapter 13

...and At Home

· Tutorial Reading:  W. Peter Ward, “British Columbia and the Japanese Evacuation” CHR 57 3 (September, 1976) 289-309; Magda Fahrni, “The Romance of Reunion:  Montreal, 1944-9” Journal of the CHA 9 1998, 187-208 (VCK)  

· Reference Reading:  Destinies, Chapter 13

Mid-term test/exam period and Winter Break.  Good luck.  See you on January 7!

Week 13, January 7 (ASSIGN. 2 RETRURNED): 

2,921 Canadians Killed in Motor Vehicle Accidents, 1953

Cars, Consumption and Suburbs:  Cold War Canadian Society

· Tutorial Readings:  Steve Penfold, “Selling by the Carload,” and Michael Dawson, “Leisure, Consumption and the Public Sphere,” in Fahrni and Rutherdale.

· Reference Reading: Destinies, Chapter 14

Week 14 and 15, January 14 and 21: 

Herbert Norman, Suicide, Cairo, Egypt, 1958 

Cold War Canada and the Repression of “Undesirables”

· Tutorial Readings:  Robinson, Daniel J. and David Kimmel. “The Queer Career of Homosexual Security Vetting in Cold War Canada.” Canadian Historical Review 75 (1994) 319-345 (VCK)

· Reference Reading:  Destinies, Chapter 14

Canada and the United States

· Tutorial Readings:  Steven High, “’The Narcissism of Small Differences’”, and Robert Wright, “From Liberalism to Nationalism,” in Fahrni and Rutherdale.

· Reference Reading:  Destinies, Chapter 14

Week 16, January 28: 

Ronald Turpin and Arthur Lucas, Executed, Toronto, 1962

Social Change, Politics, and the Death Penalty in Postwar Canada

· Tutorial Readings:  Karen Dubinsky, “Interracial Adoption” in Fahrni and Rutherdale.

· Reference Reading:  Destinies, Chapter 15

Week 17 and 18, February 4 and 11:

Pierre Laporte, Assassinated, Montreal, 1970

Quebec, the Quiet Revolution, and the Emergence of the FLQ

· Tutorial Readings:  Éric Bédard, “The Intellectual Origins of the October Crisis,” and Joel Belliveau, “Acadian New Brunswick’s Leap into the Canadian Liberal Order,” in Fahrni and Rutherdale.

· Reference Reading: Destinies, Chapter 17

The Revolutionary Moment in Canada

· Tutorial Readings:  Christabelle Sethna, “’Chastity Outmoded!’ The Ubyssey, Sex, and the Single Girl, 1960-70,” and Marcel Martel, “Law versus Medicine: The Debate Over Drug Use in the 1960s,” in Fahrni and Rutherdale.

· Reference Reading: Destinies, Chapter 15

February 18:  SPRING READING WEEK

Week 19, February 25:

Three Employees of the Quebec National Assembly, Murdered, Quebec City, 1984

Canada’s Constitutional Conundrum

· Tutorial Readings:  Paul Litt, “Trudeaumania,” Canadian Historical Review, 89 1 (March, 2008), 27-53 (VCK)

· Reference Reading:  Destinies, Chapter 19

Week 20, March 4:

The National Policy, Killed by Brian Mulroney (and Ronald Reagan), 1989

Postwar Economic Policy
· Tutorial Readings:  Dimitry Anastakis, “Multilateralism, Nationalism and Bilateral Free Trade,” in Fahrni and Rutherdale; Peter C. Newman, The Secret Mulroney Tapes, Ch. 9, “When Irish Eyes Are Smiling,” 181-95 (VCK)

· Reference Reading:  Destinies, Chapter 19

Week 21, March 11 (ASSIGN. 3 DUE IN TUTORIAL):

Fourteen Quebec Women, Murdered, Montreal, 1989 

Women in Postwar Canada

· Joan Sangster, “Constructing the ‘Eskimo’ Wife” and Becki Ross, “Men Behind the Marquee” in Fahrni and Rutherdale.

Week 22, March 18:

Dudley George, Murdered, Ipperwash, Ontario, 1999

The Battle over Native Rights in Canada

· Tutorial Reading:  Hugh Shewell, “’Bitterness Behind Every Face’: Community Development and Canada’s First Nations,” CHR 83 1 (March, 2002), 58-84 (VCK)

· Reference Reading: Destinies, Chapter 16

Week 23, March 25:

329 people on Air India Flight 182, Murdered, over the Atlantic Ocean near Ireland, 1985

The Age of Terror: Challenges to Multiculturalism, Immigration, Citizenship and Rights

· Tutorial Reading: Steve Hewitt, “‘Information Believed True’: RCMP Security Intelligence Activities on Canadian University Campuses, 1961-71” Canadian Historical Review, 81, 2 (June 2000), 191-228 (VCK)

· Reference Reading: Destinies, Chapter 18

Week 24 April 1 (ASSIGN. 3 RETURNED) :

Conclusion:  Canada, a Nation of Hope 

· Tutorial Reading:  Robert Wright, “L’Etat, C’est Molson?:  Youth and the Decline of Canadian Nationalism,” in Virtual Sovereignty:  Nationalism, Culture, and the Canadian Question (Toronto, 2004), 153-191 (VCK)

· Reference Reading: Destinies, Chapter 20

Asignment Three Research Essay Questions/Topics:

REMEMBER:  THESE QUESTIONS ARE ONLY STARTING POINTS,

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO CONSULT WITH YOUR TUTORIAL LEADER TO DEVELOP A MORE SPECIFIC TOPIC BASED UPON THESE QUESTIONS
1. What were the causes of Confederation?  

2. Explain Quebec’s reaction to Louis Riel’s execution.

3. Was the National Policy a success?  What social, regional and political tensions did it generate?

4. How did Sir Wilfrid Laurier deal with the Manitoba Schools Question?

5. What was the impact of industrialization upon working families in Canada in the late 19th Century?

6. Was Canadian participation in the Boer War a reflection of nationalism, or imperialism?

7. How did reformers respond to the urbanization and immigration issues in turn of the century Canada?

8. Who settled in the Canadian West in the period before 1914, and why?

9. Did Canadians become less religious before World War I?  What was the debate over the role of the Church in this period?

10. What lasting marks did the Great War leave on Canadian politics and society?

11. Why did the Progressive Party emerge, and was it successful?

12. Why did women get the vote in Canada?

13. How did immigration to Canada change the ethnic, cultural, political and economic structure of the country between 1896 and 1914?

14. Why did the politics of World War I almost destroy the country?

15. How did the rapid urbanization affect cities in both eastern and western Canada in the early part of the 20th Century?

16. How did Peterborough change in the first half of the 20th Century?

17. How did religious and social reform groups respond to the rapid industrialization and immigration boom in Canadian cities before and after World War I?

18. How did the confrontation at Winnipeg in 1919 impact the relations between workers and bosses across Canada?

19. Was Canada a part of the ‘Roaring Twenties’?  If so, how?  If not, why not?

20. Is the Group of Seven a legitimate expression of Canadian nationalism, or is it just bad art?

21. Discuss:  Mackenzie King’s influence on Canadian foreign policy in the 1920s was detrimental to Canada’s development on the international stage.

22. Was the Maritime Rights movement a success or a failure?

23. Discuss the validity:  Provincial third party movements (e.g. Social Credit in Alberta, Union Nationale in Quebec, etc.) in the 1930s failed to meet the challenges of the Great Depression.

24. Was the Conservative Party more innovative than the Liberal Party in responding to the challenges of the Great Depression in the 1930s?

25. Who supported the CCF in the 1930s, and why?  Was the party a success?

26. Was Canadian culture created by the state during the interwar period?

27. How did the Canadian state respond to the challenges of World War II?

28. Did Mackenzie King betray his promise that there would be no conscription in World War II?

29. Discuss:  Mackenzie King and the government of Canada practiced a racist immigration policy before and during the Second World War.

30. How did Canada build its version of the welfare state after World War II?

31. Did Canada become an ‘American nation’ because of World War II?

32. In the 1950s, how was Canadian society affected by the Cold War?

33. What factors made Toronto Canada’s leading city after World War II?

34. How did ‘minorities’ affect and respond to the social and cultural changes of the 1960s?

35. Was Lester B. Pearson a successful prime minister?  Why or why not?

36. How and why was Canadian medicare created?

37. Was Canada ‘dependent’ upon the US for its foreign policy in the 1950s and 1960s?

38. What happened to feminism in the 1950s and 1960s?

39. Why was there a ‘Quiet Revolution’ in Quebec, and what were its achievements?

40. How did the visions of Pierre Trudeau and Rene Levesque differ in the 1960s, how did each seek to implement their vision, and who was more successful, and why?

41. Why did economic nationalism emerge in Canada in the 1960s, and what was its impact?  

42. How and why did Canadian immigration policy between World War II and the 1970s?

43. What happened to Canadian economic policy in the 1970s?

44. Discuss:  On balance, the National Energy Program (NEP) was beneficial to Canada.

45. Explain the constitutional changes of 1982, and their impact on the functioning of the Canadian polity.

46. Why did Brian Mulroney and the Conservatives win the 1988 free trade election?

47. What constitutes Canadian ‘multiculturalism’?  

48. In the 1980s and 1990s, why did the West ‘want in,’ and were they successful?

49. Why did the Meech Lake and Charlottetown constitutional accords fail?

50.  Remember, you can develop your own topic, based on one of these, or something completely original!
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