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T 
he general aim of this course is to examine the making and unmaking of the Russian Empire, from the rise of Muscovy to the end of the Romanov dynasty in 1917.  Key themes in the course will include:  the evolution of autocracy and the changing nature of the challenges to political authority; Russian attitudes towards the “West” and “East”; and the paradox of great power ambitions and economic “underdevelopment”.   Students will be encouraged to think about how we know what we know about the past:  to analyze primary and secondary sources, to read and think critically, to evaluate conflicting evidence and/or interpretations of history, and to construct and defend their own historical arguments.

 The course consists of a weekly two-hour class as well as four/five 90-minute tutorials per term.  Since lectures, assignments, and tutorials are intended to complement—not duplicate—each other, preparation and participation are essential to the successful completion of History 225 and are obligatory for all students in the course.   

Course Requirements and Grading 
The course is specifically designed to help students develop their reading comprehension, critical thinking, and writing skills—as well as their knowledge of Russian history— over the course of the year.  Additional information concerning course requirements will be provided in class.

Please note: Students are required to keep all notes for their essays and may be required to hand them in.  Failure to do so can result in an F on the essay.  All deadlines are firm and late assignments will be marked down by 5 points per day.  The instructor reserves the right NOT to provide comments on essays that are handed in late. (Exceptions for medical or personal reasons will only be made with proper documentation.)  

 Grading in History 225 will be divided as follows: 

  

 


Writing Exercise
   5
%


Map Quiz

   5
%


First-Term Essay
   10
% 


Mid-Year Exam
10
%


Book Review
20
%




Tutorial participation
25
%
(includes WebCT quizzes)



Final exam
25
% 

Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is considered an extremely serious academic offense and carries penalties varying from failure in an assignment to debarment from the University.  All History 225 students are expected to familiarize themselves with the definition of plagiarism as established in Trent University’s Policy on Academic Dishonesty before submitting any written work.  Definitions, penalties and procedures for dealing with plagiarism are set out in Trent University's Academic Dishonesty Policy which can be found at http://www.trentu.ca/deansoffice/dishonestypolicy.html
Textbooks 
The following textbooks are required reading and can be purchased in the bookstore: 

· Olga Andriewsky, Course Pack for History 225

· Gregory L. Freeze, ed.  Russia: A History
· James Cracraft, The Revolution of Peter the Great 
· Savva Dmitrievich Purlevskii, A Life Under Russian Serfdom
· Serge Schmemann, Echoes of a Native Land
Course Schedule

	  Fall Term
	Lecture/Tutorial

	Sept. 14
	Introduction to the Lands and Peoples of Russia

	Sept. 20
	( Tutorial:  Introduction to 225

	Sept. 21
	Where does Russian history begin?  The Problem with Kyiv/ Kiev

	Sept. 28
	The Mongol Impact 

	Oct. 4
	► Writing Exercise Due in Tutorial

	Oct. 4
	( Tutorial:  The Tatar “Yoke”

	Oct. 5
	The Rise of Muscovy and the “Gathering of the Russian Lands”

	Oct. 12
	►Map Quiz 

	Oct. 12
	Ivan the Terrible & the Facade of Autocracy

	Oct. 18
	( Tutorial: Who Was Ivan the Terrible?

	Oct. 19
	The Time of Troubles and the Romanov Solution

	Oct. 26
	Reading Week

	Nov. 2

The Church Schism 

	“Slaves of the Tsar”: Understanding Muscovite Society 

	Nov. 9
	The “Modern” Century and the Old Belief

	Nov. 15
	( Tutorial:  The Church Schism

	Nov. 16
	Cossacks and Conquest 

	Nov. 23
	The Bronze Horseman: Peter the Great

	Nov. 29
	( Tutorial: Peter the Great: Tyrant or Modernizer?

	Nov. 30
	The Rule of Women

	Dec. 1
	► First Term Essay Due

	Dec. 7
	►In-Class Mid-year examination

	Jan. 18
	Imperium


	Jan. 24
	( Tutorial: The Many Faces of Catherine

	Jan. 25
	The Golden Age of the Nobility

	Feb. 1
	The Decembrists

	Feb. 7
	( Tutorial: How the “People” Lived

	Feb. 8
	Nicholas and the National Myth

	Feb. 15
	The Problem of Making Peasants Free

	March 1
	►Book Review Pre-Assignment Due in Class

	March 1
	The Intelligentsia versus the State

	March 7
	( Tutorial: Revolutionaries

	March 8
	Towards the Modern Police State: The Counter-Reforms of Alexander III

	March 15
	Industrialization and the Dilemmas of Backwardness

	March 22
	1905 and the Semi-Constitutional Experiment

	March 26
	►Book Review Due

	March 29
	War & the Collapse of the Old Regime

	April 4
	( Tutorial: End of the Old Order

	April 5
	1917 & the End of Empire


Readings

Reading assignments should be read in the order listed and should be completed by the date indicated.  The Freeze selections will provide you with the necessary background for lectures and tutorial readings.  Most texts will be on reserve at Bata Library.  The “(Reader)” is to alert you that the article is in the Course Pack for History 225 reader.  Please note:  page numbers for articles found in the Course Pack reader are from the original publication.  They are provided here to give you some sense of the length of the reading assignment.  

Fall Term

Sept. 14
Introduction to the Land and Peoples of Russia (no reading) 

	Sept. 20
	(Tutorial: Introduction to HIST 225 

	
	Tutorial Reading: 1) Compare the map of the Russian Empire in 1856 (Reader) to the map of the Russia Federation today (also in the Reader). Try to find as many differences as you can. 


Sept. 21
Where Does Russian History Begin?  The Problem with Kyiv/Kiev

Readings:  Gregory L. Freeze, Russia: A History, pp. 1-12

Sept. 28
The Mongol Impact  

Reading:  Freeze, pp. 13-26; Nicholas Wade, “A Prolific Genghis Khan, It Seems, Helped People the World,” ( 3 pages, Reader)

	Oct. 4
	► Writing Exercise Due in Tutorial

	Oct. 4
	(Tutorial:  The Tatar “Yoke”

	Tutorial Readings:  Secondary Sources: Charles J. Halperin, “The Medieval Ethno-Religious Frontier,” pp. 1-9 and “The Mongols and Russian Society
,”  pp. 104-119 (Reader); Primary Sources: “Mongol Rule and the Orthodox Church,” pp. 174-77 (Reader); “The Anti-Mongol Uprising in Tver in 1327,” pp. 177-79 (Reader)

	Consider: How do the primary sources relate to Halperin’s argument?  Do they support or contradict his argument about the “ideology of silence”?


Oct. 5
The Rise of Moscow and the “Gathering of the Russian Lands
” 

	Oct. 12
	►Map Quiz (In Class)


Oct. 12
Ivan the Terrible and the Facade of Autocracy 

Reading:  Freeze, pp. 27-54

	Oct. 18 
	(Tutorial: In Search of Ivan the Terrible 

	Tutorial Readings: Primary Sources: “A Foreigner Describes the Oprichnina of Tsar Ivan the Terrible,” pp. 51-54 (Reader); Secondary Sources: Richard Hellie, “What Happened? How did He Get Away With It?  Ivan Grozny’s Paranoia and the Problem of Institutional Restraints,” pp. 199-224  (Reader); E. L. Keenan, “VITA: Ivan Vasil’evich” (Reader); Autopsy of Ivan IV: Update (posted on WEB CT)

	Consider: What is the picture of Ivan the Terrible that emerges from these sources?  Does the evidence from the autopsy support Hellie’s conclusions?


Oct. 19

The Time of Troubles and the Romanov Solution 

Reading:  Freeze, pp.
 55-69

Oct. 26
Reading Week 

Nov. 2
“Slaves of the Tsar”: Understanding Muscovite Society


Reading:  James Scott, “Behind the Official Story,” pp. 1-16 (Reader)  

Nov. 9
The “Modern” Century and the Old Belief 


Reading:  Freeze, pp. 69-78

	Nov. 15
	(Tutorial: The Church Schism 

	Tutorial Readings: Secondary Sources: S. Zenkovsky, “The Russian Church Schism,” pp. 141-153 (Reader); Georg B. Michels, “Muscovite Lay Society and Dissent,” pp. 188-216  (Reader)  Primary Sources: “Avakum’s Autobiography,” pp. 128-140 (Reader)

	Consider: Why were the church reforms such a crisis for Muscovy?


Nov. 16
Cossacks and Conquest


Reading:  Yuri Slezkine, “The Unbaptized,” pp. 11-45 (Reader)

Nov. 23
The Bronze Horseman: Peter the Great


Reading:  Freeze, pp. 78-107

	Nov. 29
	(Tutorial: Peter the Great: Tyrant or Modernizer?

	Tutorial Readings:   Secondary Sources: James Cracraft, The Revolution of Peter the Great (entire); Evgenii Anisimov, “The Police is the Soul of the Citizenry,” pp. 217-43 and “Conclusion,” pp. 295-98.

	Consider:   Was Peter the Great “good” for Russia?


Nov. 30
The Rule of Women 
Reading:  Freeze, pp.  107-113; The "Conditions" of Anna Ivanovna's Accession to the Throne, 1730  (available at the 225 WebCT site)

	Dec. 1

	►First Term Essay Due 

	Dec. 7

	► Mid Year Examination  (In Class)


 

Winter Term 
Jan. 11
Catherine the Great
? 
Reading:  Freeze, pp. 114-142; “Catherine the Great’s ‘Instructions’ (Excerpts)”, pp. 252-55 (Reader); Images of Catherine (available at the 225 WebCT site)

Jan. 18
Imperium

Reading: Willard Sunderland, “Enlightened Colonization,” pp. 55-95 (Reader)

	Jan. 24
	(Tutorial: The Many Faces of Catherine

	Tutorial Readings: Secondary Sources: Isabel de Madariaga, “Catherine’s Social Policy” and “How Catherine Governed,” pp. 118-144 (Reader); Primary Sources: “Aleksandr Radishchev’s Journey from St. Petersburg to Moscow  (Excerpts)” (Reader) pp. 261-279;  Review Catherine’s Instructions & Sunderland

	Consider:  What does the clash between Radishchev and Catherine reveal about the state of Russia in the late 18th c.?


Jan. 25
The “Golden Age” of the Nobility 
Feb. 1
Catherine’s Legacy: Madmen, Mystics, and Mutineers 
Reading:  Freeze, pp.  143-169; “The Decembrists (Extracts from Documents” (Reader) pp. 295-302
	Feb. 7
	(Tutorial: How “the People” Lived

	Tutorial Readings: A Life Under Russian Serfdom: The Memoirs of Savva Dmitrievich Purlevskii, 1800-68 (114 pp.) Serge Schmemann, Echoes of a Native Land, pp. 3-127

	Consider: How do these two accounts of master-serf relations compare?


Feb. 8
Nicholas and the National Myth
Feb. 15
The Problem of Making Peasants Free


Reading:  Freeze, pp.  170-190; The Emancipation Manifesto, March 3 1861 (available at the 225 WebCT site)

Feb. 22
Reading Week 
	March 1
	►Book Review Pre-Assignment Due


March 1
The Intelligentsia versus the State 
Reading:  Freeze, pp. 191-200

	March 7
	(Tutorial:
	Revolutionaries

	Tutorial Readings: Primary Sources: Katerina Breshkovskaia, “Going to the People,” (Reader) pp. 344-357; Stepniak, Underground Russia (Reader) pp. 3-42  Secondary Sources: Daniel Field, “Peasants and Propagandists in the Russian Movement to the People of 1874,” pp. 415-438 

	Consider:  Why did the radical movement turn to terrorism?


March 8
Towards the Modern Police State: The Counter-Reforms of Alexander III 
March 15
Industrialization and the Dilemmas of “Backwardness” 
Reading:  Freeze, pp.  200-209; “Reports of Factory Inspectors in the 1880s,” pp. 73-75 (Reader) and “Strike Demands of Kirillov Textile Workers (Moscow) 22 June 1906,” pp. 295-96 (Reader)

March 22
1905 and the Semi-Constitutional Experiment 

Reading:  Freeze, pp. 210-230, Serge Schmemann, Echoes of a Native Land, pp. 128-89

	March 26
	►Book Review Due


March 29
War & the Collapse of the Old Regime 

Reading:  Freeze, pp. 231-237; Walter M. Pintner, “The Burden of Defense in Imperial Russia, 1725-1914,” (Reader) pp. 231-59 

	April 4
	(Tutorial: End of the Old Order

	Tutorial Reading: Schmemann, Echoes of a Native Land, pp. 190-210;  Review earlier chapters of Schmemann and Pintner.

	Consider:  How does Schmemann explain the Revolution?


April 5
1917 & the End of Empire 
�Lecture on Catherine is missing here


�Lecture went over very well, but reading on the Mongols needs to be simpler; students had difficulty with Halperin


�Add segment on building of Kremlin under Ivan III


�� HYPERLINK "http://russia.nypl.org/history4/ref11.html" ��http://russia.nypl.org/history4/ref11.html� on 8 day celebration of Catherine’s coronation with painting


�add from Instructions the emphasis on population growth as a measure of happiness





