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This course explores the history of the region that would eventually form Canada. Although Confederation was the outcome, most of the people living in the colonies that were established had no idea that they would eventually become part of a transcontinental country. Even in the 1850s, only a few had seriously begun to imagine the making of such a nation. 

The movement towards Confederation was not inevitable, yet there nevertheless were important developments that took place during the period covered by this course. Consequently, the major political, social, and economic changes that transformed the colonies of 1760 into the Canada of the 1870s will be explored, as well as some of the historical debates surrounding these developments. The course will further examine the impact of these changes on different groups in Canadian society, including women, First Nations peoples, and the working class. In addition, it will address the cultural conflict and accommodation that occurred between natives and Europeans, French and English, and new immigrant groups and those born in Canada. A special thematic focus to the 2006-7 year will be gender and ethnicity. While exploring the history of colonial Canada, the course also seeks to familiarize students with the methodologies and tools of the historian through both readings and assignments.

TEXTS: 

Required Texts: 

· R. Douglas Frances and Donald B. Smith, Readings in Canadian History: Pre-Confederation, 7th edition (Toronto: Nelson Thomson Learning, 2006)

· Adele Perry, On the Edge of Empire: Gender, Race, and the Making of British Columbia, 1849-1871 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2001)

· Harvey Amani Whitfield, From American Slaves to Nova Scotian Subjects, Canadian Ethnography Series, volume 2 (Toronto: Pearson, 2005)

· On-line articles and primary documents available through the Trent University Bata Library on-line resources

(All texts are available for purchase at the Bookstore.)

Suggested Reading
While not mandatory, you may want to consult a general text-book in Canadian history to help you with the lectures and assignments. There are many decent ones available, including J. M. Bumsted, The Peoples of Canada: A Pre-Confederation History and Margaret Conrad and Alvin Finkel, History of the Canadian Peoples: Beginnings to 1867. You can find these in the library and in new and used bookstores.

COURSE EVALUATION 

Article Analysis: 10% (16 October)

Book Review: 15% (20 November)

Major Research Paper: 25% (12 March)

Final Exam: 30% (Exam period)

Tutorial Participation: 20% 

TUTORIAL PARTICIPATION 

Your presence and participation at all tutorials are vital for the success of the course, and for your success in it. Attendance will be taken and marks deducted for unexcused absences. In the case of illness or emergency students should make an effort to contact the instructor beforehand. In order to prepare for tutorial, students should read the assigned reading(s) and make notes, picking out the underlying concepts, arguments and ideas, and pin-pointing the author's particular perspective or point of view. The tutorial grade is based on attendance and the quality and quantity of participation.

DEADLINES 

Deadlines are indicated on the outline. Unless there are documented extenuating circumstances, assignments submitted late will be penalized. The penalty for late submissions will be at the rate of 2% per day, to a maximum of two weeks, after which papers will not be accepted. 

BACKUP 

Be sure to back-up material on your computer regularly. Please note that computer or printer failure is not an acceptable excuse for lateness or loss of material. It is the responsibility of the student to keep a copy of all work handed in. 

PLAGIARISM 

Plagiarism is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from failure in an assignment to debarment from the University. Definitions, procedures, and penalties for dealing with plagiarism and academic dishonesty are set out in the Trent University Calendar, 2006-2007.
ASSIGNMENTS 

For assignments, please use standard formatting on your word processor. Margins should be 1” on all sides and font should not be larger than 12. You must use an accepted format of either footnotes or endnotes; in-text citations are not accepted. For the research paper, you must submit rough work. Please retain all draft work for other assignments; you may be requested to submit this material after the assignment deadline. Assignments must be submitted in seminar.

First Assignment: Article Analysis 

The first assignment consists of a four-page comparative essay of two articles from the book, 

Readings in Canadian History: Pre-Confederation.

To begin the assignment, you should choose the topic you are interested in based on the topic headings in the table of contents for Readings in Canadian History. Ideally, the topic should relate to the second-term research paper. If you are not already familiar with the respective topic, you should do some background reading from a general Canadian history textbook. Then, read the two articles. Read first for content, and then think about how you can analyze the articles. When you read them, ask yourself the following questions: What are the thesis, methodology, and evidence that each author uses to support his or her argument? Does the methodology and evidence support the argument convincingly? Is the argument structured in such a way that makes sense and flows clearly? Are there gaps in the argument? Is the argument relying on assumptions that are not clearly substantiated in the text? Is the perspective too narrow to be convincing? What sources does the author rely upon, and do they provide a full range of material for discussing the subject? 

In devising your thesis or main argument, you must demonstrate to the reader that you have critically analyzed the two articles and come to your own conclusion about which is more effective and why (or perhaps, why you found neither convincing.) In your review, you should point out similarities and differences between the two articles. Rather than describing the contents of each article separately, it is more effective to integrate your analysis of the two articles around themes raised in the readings. For example, you might find that economic, political, or social factors discussed in the two articles can be compared. Make sure that you critically analyze rather than just describe the arguments. Which author do you find more convincing and why?
Second Assignment: Book Review

The second assignment is a review of a secondary source, a monograph published within the last fifteen to twenty years that will make up part of the student’s bibliography for the final research paper. It should be approximately 5-6 pages. 

You should consult other relevant sources in order to contextualize the monograph and draw references to other material. Remember that a book review is not a book report: your task is not simply to regurgitate the chapters or the content of the book, but to evaluate the effectiveness of its main argument. What perspective does the author take on the subject? What is the author’s main point? Is it convincing? Why or why not? How does the author try to prove the argument? Don’t get too wrapped up in all the specific information in the book, except insofar as the information helps you evaluate the author’s argument. Is something missing? Is there another perspective that might have strengthened to book? How does the work contribute to the field of Canadian history? Exploring such issues will ensure that your review is critical and not merely descriptive. Further instructions will be distributed in class.

Major Research Paper: 

A research paper of approximately 10 pages is one of the main components of the course. It should include a historiographical review of the literature on the topic and be based on extensive secondary research. It must be organized around a central argument or thesis and critically analyze a specific topic pertaining to pre-1870s Canadian history. A minimum of ten sources (scholarly books and articles) must be employed.
PLEASE NOTE: you must hand in all rough work with the research paper, including notes, drafts, etc. Otherwise, the paper will not be accepted. 

LECTURE AND SEMINAR SCHEDULE

(Unless otherwise marked, articles are from Readings in Canadian History)
FALL SEMESTER

13 SEPTEMBER LECTURE: INTRODUCTION

18 SEPTEMBER SEMINAR:

No readings

20 SEPTEMBER LECTURE: CANADA’S FIRST PEOPLES

25 SEPTEMBER SEMINAR:

Harold E.L. Prins, “Children of Gluskap: Wabanaki Indians on the Eve of the European Invasion”

Bruce G. Trigger, “The French Presence in Huronia: The Structure of Franco-Huron Relations in the First Half of the Seventeenth Century”

27 SEPTEMBER LECTURE: EUROPEAN COLONIZATION I
2 OCTOBER SEMINAR:

John A. Dickinson, “Native Sovereignty and French Justice in Early Canada”

Andre Lachance and Sylvie Savoie, “Violence, Marriage, and Family Honour: Aspects of the Legal Regulation of Marriage in New France”

4 OCTOBER LECTURE: EUROPEAN COLONIZATION II
9 OCTOBER SEMINAR: HOLIDAY (THANKSGIVING)

11 OCTOBER LECTURE: IMPERIAL CONFLICT AND RIVALRY

16 OCTOBER SEMINAR:

Article analysis due.

Naomi Griffiths, “The Golden Age: Acadian Life, 1713-1748”

Elizabeth Mancke, “Imperial Transition”

18 OCTOBER LECTURE: THE BRITISH CONQUEST

23/25 OCTOBER: NO CLASS - READING WEEK

30 OCTOBER SEMINAR:

D. Peter MacLeod, “Microbes and Muskets: Smallpox and the Participation of the Amerindian Allies of New France in the Seven Years’ War”

W.J. Eccles, “The Battle of Quebec: A Reappraisal”

1 NOVEMBER LECTURE: EFFECTS OF THE CONQUEST

6 NOVERMBER SEMINAR:

José Igartua, “A Change in Climate: The Conquest and the Marchands of Montreal”

Allan Greer, “The Fall of New France”

8 NOVEMBER LECTURE: CHALLENGES TO BRITISH RULE

13 NOVEMBER SEMINAR:

George A. Rawlyk, “The American Revolution and Nova Scotia Reconsidered”

Elizabeth A. Fenn, “Biological Warfare in Eighteenth-Century North America: Beyond Jeffery Amherst”

Louis Chevrette, “Pontiac,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online (available through Trent library’s E-References under “Specialized Reference Tools” or through Library Archives Canada web-site)
15 NOVEMBER LECTURE: THE LOYALIST INFLUX
20 NOVEMBER SEMINAR:

Book review due
Ann Gorman Condon, “The Family in Exile: Loyalist Social Values After the Revolution”

22 NOVEMBER LECTURE: WAR OF 1812

27 NOVEMBER SEMINAR:

Harvey Amani Whitfield, From American Slaves, chapters 1-3

29 NOVEMBER LECTURE: ATLANTIC BRITISH NORTH AMERICA
4 DECEMBER SEMINAR

Harvey Amani Whitfield, From American Slaves, chapters 4-8

6 DECEMBER LECTURE: THE FUR TRADE
Have a good break!

WINTER SEMESTER

8 JANUARY SEMINAR: 

Sylvia Van Kirk, “’Women in Between’: Indian Women in Fur Trade Society in Western Canada”

Heather Rollason Driscoll, “’A Most Important Chain of Connection’: Marriage in the Hudson’s Bay Company”

10 JANUARY LECTURE: BRITISH NORTH AMERICA IN THE EARLY NINETEENTH CENTURY

15 JANUARY SEMINAR:

Scott W. See, “The Orange Order and Social Violence in Mid-Nineteenth-Century Saint John”

Catharine Anne Wilson, “Reciprocal Work Bees and the Meaning of Neighbourhood”

17 JANUARY LECTURE: THE UPPER AND LOWER CANADIAN REBELLIONS 

22 JANUARY SEMINAR:

Allan Greer, “From Folklore to Revolution: Charivaris and the Lower Canadian Rebellion of 1837”

Colin Read, “The Rebellion of 1837 in Upper Canada”

24 JANUARY LECTURE: RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT AND RECONCILIATION

29 JANUARY SEMINAR:

James Bruce, Earl of Elgin, Letters and Journals of James, Eighth Earl of Elgin, chapters III and IV (London: J. Murray, 1872) CIHM 2902, Early Canadiana Online (available through Trent library’s on-line indexes.)
31 JANUARY LECTURE: THE PACIFIC COAST

5 FEBRUARY SEMINAR:

Adele Perry, On the Edge, pp. 3-78

7 FEBRUARY LECTURE: WOMEN IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

12 FEBRUARY SEMINAR:
Adele Perry, On the Edge, pp. 124-203

14 FEBRUARY LECTURE: INDUSTRIALIZATION
19-21 FEBRUARY: READING WEEK

26 FEBRUARY SEMINAR

Carolyn Podruchny, “Unfair Masters and Rascally Servants? Labour Relations among Bourgeois, Clerks, and Voyageurs in the Montréal Fur Trade, 1780-1821”

Ruth Bleasdale, “Class Conflict on the Canals of Upper Canada in the 1840s”

28 FEBRUARY LECTURE: SOCIAL REFORM AND REGULATION

5 MARCH SEMINAR:
Adele Perry, On the Edge, pp. 79-123

7 MARCH LECTURE: CONFEDERATION

12 MARCH SEMINAR:

Major research paper due
Paul Romney, “Confederation: The Untold Story”

14 MARCH LECTURE: MÉTIS AND FIRST NATIONS PEOPLES IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

19 MARCH SEMINAR:

Frits Pannekoek, “The Flock Divided: Factions and Feuds at Red River”

Irene M. Spry, “The Métis and Mixed Bloods of Rupert’s Land Before 1870”

21 MARCH LECTURE: QUEBEC IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

26 MARCH SEMINAR:

Jan Noel, “Dry Patriotism: The Chiniquy Crusade”

A.I. Silver, “Confederation and Quebec”

28 MARCH LECTURE: ONE COUNTRY FROM SEA TO SEA?

2 APRIL SEMINAR:

Shirley J. Yee, “Gender Ideology and Black Women as Community-Builders in Ontario, 1850-70”

4 APRIL: CONCLUSION AND REVIEW

FINAL EXAM: TBA
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