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Trent University

Medieval Warfare

History 355
Fall 2007

This course explores the conduct, experience, perception, and technology of warfare during the European Middle Ages, 300-1500. Because of the immensity of the time period, we will examine the subject topically, rather than chronologically, exploring developments in such areas as mounted warfare, fortifications, artillery, infantry, and navies. While we will touch on the military history of many countries, we will focus primarily on Western Europe.

Required Reading

Helen Nicholson. Medieval Warfare. Houndsmills and New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2004. 

Kelly DeVries. Medieval Military Technology. Peterborough: Broadview Press, 1992.

Fiona Harris-Stoertz, ed. History 355 Coursepack. Peterborough: Trent University Printshop, 2007 (You may use last year’s coursepack). 

Course Requirements and Grading

Seminar Participation 25%

Library Skills Test 2%, must be completed by 4:30 pm, Monday, September 24
Essay Proposal 3%, due via email by 9 am, Monday October 1
Essay Outline of Evidence 5%, due via email by 9 am, Monday October 15
Research Essay (12 pages) 30%, due before lecture 9 am, Monday, November 12.
Final Exam 35%
It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that s/he may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. 
Seminar Participation 

Seminars: 
Monday 13:00, BL 401


Monday 14:00, BL 401

Monday 15:00, BL 401


Thursday 18:00, BL 314

Thursday 19:00, BL 314   
Your seminar participation should show that you have read and thought about all the assigned readings. If you make several useful contributions to our discussion every class, I will give you an A for participation. If you miss a class, attend but participate little or not at all, or appear to have read only part of the readings, your grade will be lower. If you have to miss your usual seminar for any reason, you may attend another seminar or turn in a three page discussion of the themes of the assigned readings before the end of term (3 max.). If you attend regularly, but have difficulty participating in discussions, you may submit a write-up each week before seminar begins. 
Library Skills Program

To ensure that you are acquainted with library search techniques and resources, you are required to complete an online library skills test which will be worth 2% of your grade. The program can be done from home, but you will be less likely to experience technical problems if you do the test on campus. To begin, log into MyLearningSystem/WebCT and click on the course called “Library Skills Program for History 355”. You will be asked to read a number of online tutorials from the library website. The test is specific to History 355 and will highlight particularly useful resources. Complete the test, submit it, then check your grade. Retry the test as many times as you like--only the highest grade will count. The test will be different each time. The program usually takes 3-4 hours to complete. Do not wait until the last moment lest you have technical problems. If you have any questions, go to the Library Information Desk. The test will be available from Sept. 5 to Monday, September 4 at 4:30 pm. It is set to automatically remove itself on the due date, so no extensions can be granted.
Research Essay

You will write an original 12 page research essay on an aspect of medieval warfare from 300-1500. Your essay should focus on your original analysis and interpretation of primary source documents in the context of your readings of secondary scholarship. Your topic must be approved by me, and should not be one that you have explored in another course. I encourage you to meet with me during the term to discuss topics, primary source documents, and research strategies. Research papers should cite at least 10 secondary sources, as well as a primary source document or documents of at least 30 pages. Please familiarize yourself with the guidelines for essay writing described in Notes on the Preparation of Essays, available at the bookstore. Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offense and carries penalties varying from failure in an assignment to suspension from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Dishonesty Policy which is printed in the University Calendar. Essays must be your own original work, written only for this course.
All students must submit an essay proposal and an outline of evidence. The proposal should include a general statement of topic and annotated bibliography including the primary source or sources you will use and 4 relevant books or articles. For the outline, you must read your primary source(s), and make an outline of your main arguments and evidence using ONLY primary source evidence (you will, of course, use secondary sources in your final essay). Please see essay handout for more details. 
I want you to do your best work. If a deadline is not convenient, submit a written request for an extension (up to 2 weeks) at least two weeks before the due date. Late assignments without an extension or documented excuse will lose 3 points per day late.
Office Hours

Please make use of my office hours or, if these are not convenient, make appointments to talk to me at other times. I also encourage you to phone me at my office or at home (between 7 am and 10 pm) or to email me.  I usually check my email daily.  
Museum Visit

The Curator of Arms and Armour at the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto has kindly agreed to take our class on a tour of the museum’s medieval holdings. At this time, the date has not been finalized, but we are tentatively planning the tour for a Saturday or Sunday in October. The tour will not cost more than $35 (including transportation to the ROM from Trent and admission) and will probably cost less. 
My Allergies

I have serious allergies to perfumes and tobacco. Please do not wear colognes, perfumes, or other scented products to class or office hours, and please don’t sit next to me or come to see me immediately after smoking a cigarette.  
Schedule of Lectures, Tutorials, and Readings
September 10
Lecture: Introduction to Medieval Warfare

Tutorial: Please read: Nicholson vi-xx, 1-12; 
September 17
Lecture: Knights and Mounted Warfare

Tutorial: Please read: DeVries 44-47, 95-110; Nicholson 21-38, 44-46, 53-56, 102-105; Christopher Allmand. “War and the Non-Combatant in the Middle Ages” in Medieval Warfare: A History. Edited by Maurice Keen. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999, 253-272; Bernard S. Bachrach. “Caballus et caballarius in Medieval Warfare” in Warfare and Military Organization in Pre-Crusade Europe. Aldershot: Ashgate Variorum, 2002, 173-211; 
September 24; Library Skills Test must be completed by 4:30 pm
Lecture: Infantry Weapons and Warfare
Tutorial: Please read: Nicholson 56-60, 100-101, 135-143; DeVries 3-33, 47-49; Matthew Strickland. “Provoking or Avoiding Battle? Challenge, Duel and Single Combat in Warfare of the High Middle Ages” in Armies, Chivalry and Warfare in Medieval Britain and France. Edited by Matthew Strickland. Stamford: Paul Watkins, 1998, 317-343.  

October 1: Essay Proposal due via email by 9 am
Lecture: Bows and Guns: Which were more Effective?
Tutorial: Please read: DeVries 33-44, 143-163; Nicholson 96-100; Robert Hardy. “ The Longbow” in Arms, Armies, and Fortifications in the Hundred Years War. Edited by Anne Curry & Michael Hughes. Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 1994, 161-181. 

October 8: Thanksgiving (Holiday). No lectures or tutorials. Work on outlines
October 15: Outline of Evidence due via email by 9 am
Lecture: Medieval Armour

Tutorial: Please read: DeVries 50-94; Nicholson 105-112; Frédérique Lachaud, “Armour and Military Dress in Thirteenth- and Early Fourteenth-Century England” in Armies, Chivalry, and Warfare in Medieval Britain and France. Edited by Matthew Strickland. Stamford: Paul Watkins, 1998, 344-369. 

READING BREAK
October 29
Lecture: Fortifications

Tutorial: Please read: DeVries 169-270; Nicholson 66-87

November 5
Lecture: The Medieval Siege
Tutorial: Please read: DeVries 125-142; Nicholson 88-96, 128-133; Bernard Bachrach. “Medieval Siege Warfare: A Reconnaissance”. The Journal of Military History, 58.1 (Jan., 1994), 119-133; Michael Prestwich. “Siege Warfare” in Armies and Warfare in the Middle Ages: The English Experience. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1996, 281-304. 

November 9: Last day to drop Fall Half-Courses

November 12: Research essay due before lecture
Lecture: War at Sea

Tutorial: Please read: DeVries 283-308; Nicholson 144-163; Timothy J. Runyan. “Naval Logistics in the Late Middle Ages: The Example of the Hundred Years’ War” in Feeding Mars: Logistics in Western Warfare from the Middle Ages to the Present. Edited by John A. Lynn. Boulder, San Francisco, & Oxford: Westview Press, 1993, 79-100. 

November 19
Lecture: Torture and the Treatment of Prisoners. Please read: Nicholson 133-135.
Tutorial: Women Warriors. Please read: Nicholson, 60-65Megan McLaughlin. “The Woman Warrior: Gender, Warfare and Society in Medieval Europe”. Women’s Studies 17(1990): 193-209; Jean A. Truax. “Anglo-Norman Women at War: Valiant Soldiers, Prudent Strategists or Charismatic Leaders” in Circle of War: Essays on Medieval Military and Naval History. Edited by Donald J. Kagay and L. J. Andrew Villalon. Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 1999, 111-125.  Kelly DeVries. “A Woman as Leader of Men: Joan of Arc’s Military Career” in Guns and Men in Medieval Europe, 1200-1500. Aldershot: Ashgate Variorum, 2002, VI, 3-18; Helen Nicholson. “Women on the Third Crusade”, Journal of Medieval History 23.4 (1997): 335-349. 

November 26
Lecture: Logistics

Tutorial: Please read: Nicholson 13-21, 39-53; Norman Housley. “Costing the Crusade: Budgeting for Crusading Activity in the Fourteenth Century” in The Experience of Crusading, vol. I: Western Approaches. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003, 45-59; Piers Mitchell. “Torture and Mutilation” in Medicine in the Crusades: Warfare, Wounds, and the Medieval Soldier. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004, 124-136.
December 3
Lecture: Was there an early Modern Military Revolution?

Tutorial: Please read: Nicholson 164-166; Geoffrey Parker. “The ‘Military Revolution, 1560-1660’—A Myth?”  The Military Revolution Debate: Readings on the Military Transformation of Early Modern Europe. Boulder: Westview Press, 1995, 37-54:
Bert S. Hall and Kelly R. DeVries. “Essay Review—The Military Revolution Revisited”. Technology and Culture 31.3 (1990):  500-507. 
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