                                         History 408 (2007/08)

         World Power: The United States Since 1941

                                       Instructor: Graham D. Taylor

          Office: LEC  N130.1   Phone: 748-1011 ext. 7702    E-mail: gtaylor@trentu.ca
September 14 

Introduction: The transformations of the United States: the making of a military superpower / the impact of war on politics, the economy and culture / globalization: from industrial preeminence to the Wal-Mart economy /  politics: from New Deal to New Right. 

September 21

On the Eve: The United States in 1941. A “white man’s country”; a “nation of immigrants” / the impact of the Great Depression / the New Deal coalition/  a “Left Nation”?

Readings: John Micklethwait and Adrian Wooldridge, The Right Nation, chapters 12-13.

September 28

The Arsenal Economy: The road to Pearl Harbor / mobilizing business for war – harnessing science to technology / origins of the “military-industrial complex” / the “American way of war.”

Readings: John P. Diggins, The Proud Decades, chapter 1.

October 5

The Hard and Bitter Peace: The politics of war / New Dealers and the Foreign Policy Establishment  / collapse of the Grand Alliance / the “iron curtain” and the strategy of “containment.”

Readings: Proud Decades, chapters 2-3.

October 12

State of Siege: The politics of Cold War / the atom spies and the Soviet bomb / “China shakes the world” / “Korea, communism and corruption” – McCarthy, Ike and the Republicans.

Readings: Proud Decades, chapters 4-5.

October 19

A Republic of Consumption: Nixon and Khrushchev in the kitchen / mass production and the theory of economic abundance / exporting the American model of business / “little boxes on the hillside.”

Readings: Proud Decades, chapters 6-7.

October 26  Reading break

November 2

The End of Ideology: The White House, Congress and the “deadlock of democracy” /

the Democrats: from New Dealing to problem-solving / the Republicans: the Establishment and the “Neanderthals.”

Readings: Proud Decades, chapters 9-10; The Right Nation, chapters 2,5.

!Fall term essay proposal due, November 2!

November 9

The Two Roads of Black Americans: The industrialization of agriculture and the “New South” / the Great Migration / from the courts to the streets: the civil rights movement and mass media politics.

Readings: Proud Decades, chapter 8; Maurice Isserman and Michael Kazin, America Divided, chapter 2, 5.

November 16

The Hour of Maximum Danger: Kennedy and the “crisis presidency” / reviving the Cold War: Berlin and Cuba / “the best and the brightest” debate American strategy / the origins of the second Indochina war.

Readings: America Divided, chapters 1, 3-4.

November 23

The Apogee of Liberalism: Lyndon Johnson and the Great Society / War on Poverty in the age of conglomerates / George Wallace and the decline of “consensus politics.”  

Readings: America Divided, chapters 6-7, 10.

November 30

The Disruption of American Democracy: Vietnam and the disarray of the Democrats / Old Left, New Left, New Age: the spectrum of protest / “why there is no revolution in America.”

Readings: America Divided, chapters 8-9, 12.

December 7

Pearl Harbor Day: the legacy of the “Liberal Era” in American politics.

!Fall term essay due December 7!

Assignment: Take-home essay exam (due December 14).

January 11

Preview: The legacies of Vietnam / Cold War triumphs and economic challenges / politics: the return of ideology.

January 18

The Making of the New Right: Rising from the ashes / old conservatives and neoconservatives / libertarians and born-again Christians / building a grass-roots movement.

Readings: America Divided, chapter 11;  The Right Nation, chapter 6; James Mann,  Rise of the Vulcans, chapter 2.

January 25

Premature Realignment: The political education of Richard Nixon /  Kevin Phillips and the “Sunbelt” / Watergate, the “Imperial Presidency” and Congressional reaction.

Readings: America Divided, chapter 14; William Berman, America’s Right Turn, chapter 1.

February 1

The Rise and Decline of Détente: Soviet-American relations in the Vietnam era / “Only Nixon can go to China” / rumblings from the Right / reassessing US military doctrine after Vietnam.

Readings: Rise of the Vulcans, chapters 1, 3-5.

February 8

The Man on Horseback: Carter and the disunited Democrats / the energy crisis and the Great Inflation / the resurrection of the Cold War / the rise of Ronald Reagan.

Readings: America’s Right Turn, chapters 2-4; The Right Nation, chapter 2.

February 15

The End of the Cold War: Reagan’s foreign policy / the reign of the Kremlin geriatrics / MAD, Star Wars and arms control –/Gorbachev and Reagan / the Soviet Empire in decline.

Readings: Rise of the Vulcans, chapters 6-9; The Right Nation, chapter 8. 

February 22  Reading break.

February 29

A Tale of Two Economies: The Japanese challenge and the revival of global competition / the making of the Rustbelt: the decline of American industry / the making of Silicon Valley: military investment and the “knowledge economy.”

Readings: America’s Right Turn, chapters 5-6.

!Winter term essay topic due February 29!

March 7

Advent of the New World Order: Bush 41 / oil, politics and the liberation of Kuwait/ the Powell Doctrine and the electronic battlefield / China and the limits of America’s power.

Readings: Rise of the Vulcans, chapters 10-13. 

March 14

The Clinton Interregnum: New Dealers versus “Atari Democrats” / the Clintons and the quest for the political center / Clinton versus Gingrich: the “master of the game” / Monicagate and the “vast right-wing conspiracy.”

Readings: America’s Right Turn, chapter 7; The Right Nation, chapter 4; Rise of the Vulcans, chapter 14-15.

March 21

Y2K: Bush 43, Karl Rove and “Al Qaeda” /  CNN, Fox and the blogs: the transformation of the media / the collapse of the dot.coms and the end of the “Roaring Nineties.”

Readings: The Right Nation, chapters 7, 14; Rise of the Vulcans, chapters 16-17.

March 28

The Reign of Terror: The road to 9/11 / slouching toward Baghdad / the lost roadmap / the administration of Dick Cheney / the Democrats and the Fall of Rumsfeld

Readings: Rise of the Vulcans, chapters 18-21; The Right Nation, chapter 15.

April 4

America After Bush: “A Free Nation Deep in Debt” / the immigration debate and the future of American politics / the perils of forecasting.

Readings: The Right Nation, chapters 9-11.

!Winter term essay due April 4!

Assignment: Take-home exam (due April 11).

Course Requirements:

Assignments

There will be four writing assignments during the course. Each term there will be a term paper (c. 10-12 pages); and there will be a take-home essay examination, in December and April, based on assigned readings and class discussions. I will circulate suggested essay topics for the term papers early in each term, and you may choose one of those or a topic that you propose. Topics proposals will be turned in during the week following the Reading Break in each term, and the term papers will be due in the final week of classes each term.

Each writing assignment will account for 22 per cent of the final mark for the course. The balance (12 per cent) will reflect preparation for and participation in class discussions.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is considered an extremely serious academic offense and carries penalties varying from failure in an assignment to debarment from the university. All History students are expected to familiarize themselves with the definition of plagiarism as established in Trent University’s Policy of Plagiarism before submitting any written work. The policy statement is available on request from every department or college or from the Registrar’s office.

