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TRENT UNIVERSITY

Head Start 2008

History 120: Western European History from the Middle Ages to the Present

Instructor: Neil Thornton

Office: CC E14; Hours: TBA

Home phone: (613) 565-0690

Office phone: TBA

E-mail: nthornton@trentu.ca

This course will have a link on MyLearningSystem

Course Description

The course covers the salient features of the history of European society from Charlemagne to the Cold War.  The first half is devoted to the Middle Ages; the second deals with the Early Modern and Modern periods.  The course will take a variety of approaches, including political, social, intellectual, and religious.  As well, it will consider how historians have approached events and devote time to examining primary documents.

Texts
TBA

Course Requirements and Grading

The course consists of two three-hour classes per week (on Wednesday and Thursday evenings).  Generally, each class will have about two hours of lectures and one hour of discussion.  The discussion will focus on primary documents related to the material presented in the lectures.  The instructor will provide the documents.  Twenty percent of the final mark is for tutorial participation so attendance is important.  Students will make a presentation (about fifteen minutes) based on some primary documents.  A schedule of the presentations will be drawn up after the course begins.

There are two written assignments.  The first—around 1500 words—is an analysis of a primary document.  There will be in-class workshops explaining how to approach this essay.  The second assignment is a research essay of 2500 to 3000 words.  Students will choose their own topics in consultation with the instructor. 

Notes: 

· Students are required to keep all research notes for their essays so that these can be handed in should the instructor require them.  Failure to do so can result in an F for the assignment.

· All deadlines are firm.  Late assignments will be marked down three marks a day, not including Saturdays and Sundays.  Exceptions for medical or personal reasons will be made only with the proper documentation. Late essays can be dropped in box just inside History Office, EC S101.

· Students using sources from the Web must provide complete and workable addresses of the pages used.  Web sources should only be used in addition to the six sources required for the research paper.

All written work must be prepared according to the technical requirements established in Notes on the Preparation of Essays (Trent University Academic Skills Centre).  This guide can be purchased from the Bookstore at a nominal price and will be useful throughout your time at Trent. Additional information about the assignments will be provided.

There are two exams, each of two hours.  The first will cover the Middle Ages; the final exam will cover from the Renaissance to the Cold War.

Grade distribution and due dates:

First essay

15%

Mid-course exam
15%

Presentation

10%

Participation

20%

Second essay

20%

Final exam

20%

There is no formal attendance requirement but absences will necessarily lower one’s participation mark.

Schedule

Introduction

Charlemagne

Christianity

Feudalism

1066

Monasticism

Popes and Empire

France

Crusades

The Economic Revolution

Law

Death in the Cathedral

Pope Innocent III

Friars and Heretics

Universities

Medieval Government

Medieval Women

Hildegard of Bingen

Church and State in the Fourteenth Century

The Later Middle Ages

Conciliarism

Review

Mid-course exam

The Renaissance

The Reformation

Movie: The Return of Martin Guerre
Witches

Turbulent Times

The Scientific Revolution

Absolutism

The Enlightenment

Agricultural Revolution

French Revolution

Napoleon
Conservative Reaction

Industrial Revolution

Liberalism & Socialism

1848 and Revolution

Nationalism and the Unification of Germany

Urbanization in Victorian Britain

Art

Imperialism

European Women in the 19th Century

Russian Revolution

World War I

The Nazis

World War II

The Holocaust

The Cold War

Review

