                                                    History 250 (2007/08)

         MAKING A “GLOBALIZED” WORLD: A  20TH CENTURY HISTORY

                                          Instructor: Graham Taylor

Office: LEC  N103.1   Phone: (705)-748-1011 ext. 5108     E-mail: gtaylor@trentu.ca

The 20th century witnessed dramatic transformations of the international political system and the global economy; the harnessing of science to warfare and the creation of new technologies ranging from electronics to biogenetics; and the increasingly intensive exploitation of the world’s resources in pursuit of economic growth. This course focuses on the inter-related nature of these economic and technological changes, and their impact on international politics and the global environment.

Part One: Oil and Empires.  September 10- October 15
As the major source of energy for transportation, industry, electric power and many commercial products by the middle of the 20th century, the oil industry was also the prototype of business forces promoting globalization.  Complex and costly technologies fostered the emergence of large integrated companies whose quest for markets and supplies pushed them competitively across the world; and in turn their efforts to dominate this strategic industry stimulated nationalist responses from oil-producing countries and regional struggles to control this vital resource. 

Readings: Richard Heinberg, The Party’s Over: Oil, War and the Fate of Industrial Societies, chapters 1-4.

First Examination: October 29
Part Two: “The Struggle for Mastery” of the World.  November 5- December 3
At the turn of the 20th century a handful of countries, mostly in Europe (but including Japan, the United States and Russia) exercised political, economic and military domination over much of the rest of the world, directly through colonies or indirectly through “spheres of influence.” Over the next ninety years this system was engulfed by increasingly destructive wars and revolutions, followed by a prolonged confrontation between the surviving ‘Great Powers” that encompassed much of the rest of the globe. At the end of the century the political and military conflict seemed to have abated, replaced by economic competition for global markets. But the legacies of colonialism and the politics of the Cold War era lingered, forming the backdrop for a revival of ethic, nationalist and religious conflicts in the 21st century.    

Readings: 

Michael Howard and W.R.Louis, ed., The Oxford History of the Twentieth                                                                                                                                                                                Century, chapters 8-16.

Second Examination: December 10

Part Three:  “Better Things For Better Living…through Science.” 

January 7-February 4

Relatively distinct until the late 19th century, technology and “applied science” were integrated in the research labs of industrialists in chemicals, the telephone and electric power.  In the global wars of the 20th century, governments “mobilized” scientists harnessed with large-scale industry to create increasingly sophisticated and destructive weapons, culminating in the development of nuclear bombs. The scientific community  was transformed by the sponsorship of governments and industry, leading to the emergence of the “knowledge industry” and the growth of new technologies particularly in electronics and communication, that in turn provided the technological infrastructure for globalization.

Readings: 
Oxford History of the Twentieth Century, chapter 3-4.

David Bodanis, E=mc2, chapters 7-13.
Third Examination: February 11

Part Four:  “The Best of all Possible Worlds” February 25- March 31

In the early 20th century few questioned the virtues of economic growth and global integration: inventors and business leaders were celebrated and their achievements applauded.  In the arts and literature a more skeptical view of  ‘progress” emerged, but even after the deployment of “technologies of mass destruction” in two world wars a lingering faith remained in the value of technology for improving health and economic development.  More recently, however, this confidence was challenged by controversies over the uneven distribution of the benefits of global economic growth, the long-term cost of  sustained exploitation of the world’s resources, and the impact of technology on the environment.

Readings:

Gale Christianson, Greenhouse: The 200 Year Story of Global Warming, chapters 1-3, 

9-19; Oxford History, chapters 26-27. 

Fourth examination: April 7

Course Evaluation

There are four required and two optional components to the evaluation for this course.  At the end of each section of lectures (October, December, February and April) there will be an examination based on material covered in the lectures and readings for that section. The examinations are required. 

If you are interested in developing your own perspective on the subject, you may submit a term paper (c. 10 pages) in the Fall and/or Winter term on a topic relating to one of the general areas covered in class during that term.  Paper topics must be approved by the instructor (topic proposals and proposed research sources may be submitted via e-mail at any time up to four weeks before the end of the term)  and papers are due at the last meeting of class in each term. Term papers are optional.
Course evaluation is based on the number of assignments completed.

a) If you write the four exams (all of which are required), each exam will be worth 25% of the final grade.

b) If you write one term paper (either in the Fall or Winter term) each assignment (i.e., the four required exams and the one term paper) will account for 20% of the final grade.

c) If you write two term papers (one in each term), each assignment (i.e., the four required exams and the two term papers) will account for 16.66% of the final grade.

I will provide suggestions for topics and source materials to students who wish to write one or two term papers. 

If you intend to write an essay, please be aware of the university’s policy on plagiarism which is provided below. Plagiarism includes copying answers from another student during an examination. 

PLAGIARISM. Plagiarism is an extremely serious academic offense and carries penalties varying from failure in an assignment to debarment from the University. Definitions, procedures and policies for dealing with plagiarism are set out in Trent University’s Policy on Plagiarism.
