Instructor: Fiona Harris-Stoertz

Seminar: Thursdays 9:00-10:50, LEC 101.6
Office: Lady Eaton College S104

Office hours: Tues 9:00-9:50; 3:00-3:50
Office Phone: 748-1011, ex. 7097

       or by appointment 

Home Phone: 705 749 9377


Email: fstoertz@trentu.ca


Trent University

Women in the Middle Ages
History 5111H
Fall 2008
This course explores constructions of sex and gender as well as the lives, experiences, and expectations of medieval women—queens, prostitutes, nuns, mystics, doctors, craft workers, noblewomen, saints, merchants, warriors, and peasants—between 300 and 1550. Readings will focus on Catholic Europe with some attention to Muslims, Jews and heretics.
Books to Purchase:
Judith M. Bennett. History Matters: Patriarchy and the Challenge of Feminism. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2006

Margaret Wade Labarge. A Small Sound of the Trumpet: Women in Medieval Life. Boston: Beacon Press, 1986.

Joan Cadden. The Meaning of Sex Difference in the Middle Ages. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993.

Jo Ann McNamara. Sisters in Arms: Catholic Nuns Through Two Millennia. Cambridge and London: Harvard University Press, 1996

Barbara A. Hanawalt. Women and Work in Preindustrial Europe. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1986. 

Carolyn Walker Bynum. Holy Feast and Holy Fast: The Significance of Food to Medieval Women. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1987.
Ruth Mazo Karras. Common Women: Prostitution and Sexuality in Medieval England. New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996.

.Leila Ahmed. Women and Gender in Islam. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1992

Course Requirements and Grading

Seminar Participation and Attendance 15%
Book Commentaries (3 pages each) 15%

Essay Proposal 5%, due Friday, October 3
Research Essay 65%, due December 4 in class.
It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that s/he may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. 

Book Commentaries 

In addition to attending class regularly and joining in discussion of each book, I ask that you submit a 2-3 page (roughly 800 words) discussion of each week’s reading at the start of each class. These papers should discuss what you found interesting, important, or problematic in the readings. Unlike your research essay, the commentaries don’t need to be formally written. Think of them as a kind of journal and don’t worry about including notes or polishing your prose.
Research Essay

You will write an original 30 page (8500 words) research essay on a subject chosen in consultation with me. Ideally your essay should be on a topic that will support your thesis research in some way. It should be useful to you—for example the basis for a chapter of your thesis or, if you are not a medievalist, something that gives you historical background to issues you’ll deal with in later centuries. In most cases, essays will focus on your original analysis and interpretation of primary source documents in the context of your readings of secondary scholarship. In some cases, depending on your situation and thesis topic, we may negotiate something different, such as a historiographical essay. Your topic must be approved by me, and should not be one that you have explored in another course. I encourage you to meet with me during the term to discuss topics, sources, and research strategies. You may submit a preliminary rough draft if you choose. Essays should be written according to the format described in the Chicago Manual of Style (available at the information desk in Bata).
Essay Proposal

Your essay proposal should provide a general discussion of the topic and approach of your research essay. Explain what questions you hope to answer. Provide a detailed description of your primary source or sources, including authorship, context, and applicability to your topic. You must also include a bibliography including at least 20 relevant and scholarly books or journal articles. 

Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from failure in an assignment to suspension from the University. Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Dishonesty Policy which is printed in the University Calendar and on the university web site at:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.trentu.ca/deansoffice/policies_dishonesty.php
.

Office Hours

In addition to the office hours listed on the top of the syllabus, I am usually in my office most Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (not from 2-3 on Thursdays), except Sept. 25, Oct. 30, and Nov. 20. Please come see me to talk about your projects and feel free to make appointments to talk to me at other times. You are welcome to phone me at my office or at home (between 7 am and 10 pm) or to email me.  
My Allergies

I have serious allergies to perfumes and tobacco. Please do not wear colognes, perfumes, or strongly scented products such as hair sprays or hair gels to class or office hours, and please don’t sit next to me or come to see me immediately after smoking cigarettes. 

Schedule of Readings
Sept. 11: Introductions
Sept. 18: Judith M. Bennett. History Matters: Patriarchy and the Challenge of Feminism. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2006

Sept. 25: Margaret Wade Labarge. A Small Sound of the Trumpet: Women in Medieval Life. Boston: Beacon Press, 1986.

Oct. 2: Joan Cadden. The Meaning of Sex Difference in the Middle Ages. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993.

Oct. 9: Jo Ann McNamara. Sisters in Arms: Catholic Nuns Through Two Millennia. Cambridge and London: Harvard University Press, 1996. Pages 1-562 only. 
Oct. 16: Barbara A. Hanawalt. Women and Work in Preindustrial Europe. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1986.

Reading Break 

October 30: Carolyn Walker Bynum. Holy Feast and Holy Fast: The Significance of Food to Medieval Women. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1987.
November 6: Ruth Mazo Karras. Common Women: Prostitution and Sexuality in Medieval England. New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996.

November 13: Pauline Stafford, “The Portrayal of Royal Women in England, Mid-Tenth to Mid-Twelfth Centuries” and Armin Wolf, “Reigning Queens in Medieval Europe: When, Where, and Why” in Medieval Queenship, edited by John Carmi Parsons. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1998, 143-188; Megan McLaughlin. “The Woman Warrior: Gender, Warfare and Society in Medieval Europe” in Women’s Studies, 17 (1990):193-209 (all avail as photocopies); Fiona Harris Stoertz. “Young Women in France and England, 1050-1300.” Journal of Women’s History 12.4(Winter 2001): 22-46. 

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_womens_history/v012/12.4stoertz.pdf
.November 20: Leila Ahmed. Women and Gender in Islam. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1992. Pages 1-123 only.  Also, medieval sections from Judith Baskin, ed. Jewish Women in Historical Perspective (photocopy available).
November 27: Time off to work on essays
December 4: Meet to discuss results and turn in essays. 
